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Introduction 

During the year, there have been two ‘significant moments’ in the history of the 

NIHCA.  In May 2016 Sister Mary Jo Corcoran was appointed as President, the first 

woman to be President in the 57 years of the NIHCA. Sr Mary Jo has over twenty-five 

years’ experience as a health-care Chaplain and is an accredited Clinical Pastoral 

Education (CPE) Supervisor. And in February 2017 the CPE Centre in Ballyclare, 

N.Ireland was accredited by the Association of CPE In Ireland. The rigorous process of 

accreditation affirms the value of CPE and is of international status. CPE is an intensive 

twelve week programme for lay or ordained in ministry or chaplaincy to learn and grow 

professionally, personally and pastorally.    
 

Training  

The Director of Training has organized five study days during the year: 

 13 September 2016 ‘The Shepherd in Pastoral Care – a model for Chaplaincy?’ 

Mrs Carolyn Patterson 

 14 September 2016 ‘Arts in spiritual care’ Revd Norman Harrison 

 22 November 2016 ‘Holistic Care at the end of life’ a collaboration between 

Chaplains and HSC Trust bereavement co-ordinators  

 22 February 2017 ‘Health Care Chaplains are beacons of hope’ Revd Rosie 

Morton 

 23 February 2017 ‘Spiritual Care for people with learning difficulties’ Mrs Gillian 

Carlisle 
 

In addition a CPE Course was held January- March 2017 in which seven students 

participated and successfully completed the Course. The Course students were from 

different Christian traditions which made for rich learning.  
 

The Executive Council 

The Executive Council have worked hard during the year to review the roles and 

accountability of each person serving the Executive Council and revise the NIHCA 

Constitution. 
 

In conclusion, the year has been both full and fulfilling.  

 

 

Revd Rosie G Morton, NIHCA Secretary  

6. May 2017 


